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�ay (Pasadena Freeway) was the f,rs 
e-separate<I, \mne o-acces,. h19h-spee<I d,...,ded roatl 1n 1n 

oan w,,stem Vn,Led Stales, afld the in.t,aJ stretch d road for 
t would become lhe NO�d-renc,wned Los Angeles 

met<Opo(ltan area freeway 5ystem Bult in tnn,e maior sfages 
irom i938 to 1953, the a 2-mte pa<IM·ay v.as er,v,s,oned tio111 a 

• :; sce111'C, pleasure road t-aversmg the Arr<Jyo and a vita! traffic 
_ co�dud inlt.ng lhe e�pa,,O,ng e<ne,; ol Pasa<iena and Los 

Angeles Combtmng ideas re"'11\tStelll of on otaer pcartway 
. l"'la�adena I tradition and ti'los.e more- appropnate formoaem fret Nay design ...., � 

the Arroyo Seco Parkway marts an 1mportan1 �anS1l1onal moment _ _ 
freeway 

.n �he history of Amencan engineenng and t1ansp�1o.n 
--- -...,.. 
r-_.._ _________ ----;,,-:0-;---, 

�ill 
Tne roadway, as complelea m 1�J. e�t•nde<I from Gleoa·m 
Stre� m Pasaoena lo the Four-level lnteicl>ange JUSI 
nortll'.vast of oownwwn ..os Angeles The ap;,ro,c..rnate,y 
e1even-mol•on dol!a,r roacJway w,cludes over !11,rty bndges ar>d 
UMerpasses, four turtnelS O<Jmerou, safety features. and a 
landscaping program thal included a pnrnanly nahw pla.nl 
patoue tts construc:oon t1as faalnated by fie wistallauoo of 
lh• ccncr•te Arroyo Seco flood Control Channel, bu,� as a 

·--J. ___ .,. 

.$ � W0<ks Progress Admnsvat>on reltel P'<>Jed The palkwa,'s 
-�- 195� complebOn marked the final ct>ap:er 111 a decades-lon-,i 

- senes of otans and omposals for an automobtle road 
e<>nnea.,g Los Angeles and Pasadena 

The first •pade ol earth was tJJmed for the �rroyo Seco 
Parl<way "' Marth of 19lll under !Ile aegis ri the Sta:e 
0rvr_.,.,,, of H19hways Alllloogh a large ana ,.mv�eidy ooalt�on 
cl st.le a nd Joe.I tawmakers and plann"'•• � well •• !he 
c,�,s d Pasadena, Soulh Pasadena and LOS Angeles, the 
Aulomoo,le Cub of Soulhem California, 1he Unoon Paof,c and 

, Santa Fe Railroads. and residents along tt,e ngll!--0f-way 
<19reeg 10 the support the road's construe�•"· Its route 
seJed>on dtd not enl<rety avoid controversy 

ne pa<1<way. bu,tt ong,nat ty lo nandte 30 000 alllO<nobtle& per 
day, camed more than 100,000 pa day at Ille efld d the 

' 
I 
I 
I 

I 

✓ � I" • P,11•CMn.l 

•Se,,AkPa.sa� 

tOOO m:: <&DQO 

a.,� TE�S f: 1000 

Reference Map 

OJ OJ OJ OJ CD !JI Ol l] OJ (lJ Ol OJ 01 Ol rn 0) 
r"1 lenium en1t1ei. y e:,ns,cered a mode,j nign-s:,e..eo road, many 
c:ivea now cons,aer the 1 ght ctJrves and cifiGUlt-to•n�ctrate. 
e-titrClf"l':es aric eK•ts ,of tr:e Am:,}O Se.co Par<way ma-oeq!Jote 
•or moaern•day lraff1c VV11h some exceptions, :he 9ark'Aa., 
�ever•he e.ss rernams.t hlei a tereo s.,nce ts 1"l111a.i cons1rt.lC°110") 

The Arroyo Seco ?arl<way Reco,ding ?ro1ec; ,s part cf the• 
H slonc American Eng neeOllg Record (1-t.AE'R). a •0<>9-range 
orogram tnat dot.\Urents hlsconcalily,.:s.ign'1'1ca.n1 �ngi.neenng, 
1r,dustr1al, and ma"hrne. &cteli ,n tt,e. Un1ed States T"ne --iAE.R: 
prograrr ,s aorrvr.stereo oy the H s�or1c Amen2n 8uJ01r,g-s 
5Jrve)•IHiston� Ame.ncan Eng,neenng Record (HASS/HAER) 
Dt'lls on of tne Nat;o,..a Par� Se.Mee U S Oe;,0t1.Tef'I of tne 
lntef'O" --:'),15 piOJect """3S GO·SDO')SOre,d l'I the S:Jr,vnet"of 
1999 by H,>BS/l·MER under the gene,al directon of E Blaine 
C�ver ch<ef iOrtd b) o,stnct VII of !he Cat,lorma D•pa,tmen1 ,_ 
Transportation, Bob Sassaman, ae'.,ng clV•CIOr, RaJa M1t.va1;1 
� "s"" c.hief o' plaonng and pub"<: transportat,o'>, and Ron 
Kos.,.nsli(, ef'l'-iron�ntal o!an,mg ofhc:e ttllef 

Th� 1nterpretwe a1aw"r.9s h•Sionc renort :and phoccgraphS 
,,e1e ptepared ur>der the dtred,on of Enc N Det.ony, d>tef of 
hAER TN, <acoro.rg team ncluded 'Ind·..,, Jo""ston. 
£1,per,,,so11 arch tect (V C Be:�etey), a->d Chnstopl,ei B 
Btewn, Chtts!opne, Oatt.e; (Santa Ana, Ca,lomia),Arabeda 
Goiizaiez (Vs /tCOMOS, Guadala,a·• Mex,co) and 3-,oney
Ma,ns\ec (V C Ber.eley), a,clutecls J PM;> Gruen, orOJeCl 
lt·st<Y<an (I.IC 8et�eley) a,d Portia Lee. h1stonan (Cat fo,n1a
l\'chr,es las Angeles). a,id Brian Grogan, photographe, (El 
Portal, Cal,fom•a) La,asc..i,e ara1W1gs �•ere com;,,,sed o; 
Peter f<ao, arCJ11ltct (lleltndrez-Babaras Associates. Lo_s 
An3e!es) Pro,ecl asS1slance was orolllC/ed by D,ane Kane. 
a,ctutectural h•slonan (CaM01nia Depart>nent cl 
-ransporta:o0n. DtSt•ci VO), Charle, J O Connet:. eng01eer 
(Calt�rn•a Department o; Transportahon DtSlrrcl Vlt) Laureo 
l�e t!norez (Melt!narez-Babalas Assoc,a:es Lo.s Angeles), 
Todd Cro:eau. 11>anage· (HAER Roads & Bndges Prog·am. 
Wasntngron, DC ), ano T,m Da"'•• n,stonan f-iAER, 
Wasn1n9ton, D C ) 
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The following set of Anuyo Seco Parkway (Pasadena 
Freeway) drawings was comp1eted during the summer of 1999 

by the Historic American Engineering Record. To conceive 
and produce the illustrations and the accompanying text, 
HAER team architects and historians used "as built" drawings 
furnished by District VII of the California Department of 
Transportation in addition to original photographs, journal and 
newspaper articles, secondary sources, and other 
miscellaneous documents found in libraries and archives 
throughout Ca1ifomia. Because thousands of the technical, as­

built construction drawings already exist, the HAER team 
produced drawings that interpret the parkway for a wider 
audience. 

These drawings primarily tell a story of the parkway from its 
tum-of-the-century incarnations as a scenic, recreational drive 
twisting along the bed of the Arroyo to its 1953 completion, 
when it joined a network of high-speed roads. Although the 
parkway was declared the "first freeway in the West" by 
Governor Culbert L. Olson at the opening of the original six 
miles of road on December 30, 1940, that stretch exhibited 
characteristics common both to an older, east coast 
recreational "parkway" tradition and those of a high-speed 
freeway designed to move commuters quickly between two 
-points. In doing so, the road provides an excellent. example of 
a transitional moment in the history of American engineering, 
as "parkways" became "freeways." 

While the Arroyo Seco Parkway is representative of this larger 
moment, its time in the limelight was nevertheless remarkably 
brief. The roadway was not, in fact, finished in December of 
1940. Three months earlier, plans were already in the works for a 
four-lane "southerly" extension to reduce anticipated traffic 
congestion, bring the road further into downtown Los Angeles, and 
move it closer to an ultimate goal of connecting a series of 
regional high-speed roads. Instead of reading the parkway 
exclusively in its 1940 moment - a reading that would artificially 
freeze it in a guise it never wholly assumed -- the HAER team 
followed its construction to the Four-Level Interchange (and to the 
newly-connected freeway network), which marked the final 
chapter in a series of plans that began more than fifty years earlier. 

This is one story of the Arroyo Seco Parkway; there are plenty of 
others, and they can be interpreted in myriad ways. There is the 
political story of state lawmakers, local planning commissions, 
and city authorities instrumental to the construction process, and 
that of residents and businesses along the right-of-way who battled 
over the selection of the parkway's route. There is the story of the 
motorists' visual experience as they drove (or drive) the parkway, 
and that of the water channel necessary to allow for year-round 
driving. Some of these stories lend themselves to drawings; others 
do not, and they will be more extensively covered in the historic 
report. Yet none of the stories sort themselves out very easily, and 
our brief summer project merely scratches the surface of the 
complex and continuing history of the Arroyo Seco Parkway. 
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PARKWAY SECTIONS 

A-A

B-B

C-C

D-D

E-E

F-F

.SOUTHBOUND LANES 

Elys,an Par1< 
Pos11mle 25 41 

Ave 4D v,conlly 
Postm,le 26. 95 

Ave 52 V,cinoty 
PostrT11le 28 06 

Marmion Way Curve 
Postmtle 29.05 

York. street Vicinity 
Postmile 29 70 

Soul/i Pasadena Cut 
Postmile 30.69 

ou, .. u.,ro■l' Ct1R1SrOPH!:R B.OROWN, 1999 
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PARKWAY VIEWS 

South End 

Views along the South Eno of lhe Arro)IO Seco Pari<way 
oncluae htsloric atdpes. tunnels. skyscrapers. and cultural 
landmarl<s 
i,, lhe 1940s. motomts to Los Angeles descended frnm Elysian 
Park a,,d enc.ountered a dramatJC voew of City Hall (1) Today, 
\lie v,r,w ot downtown Los Angeles seen from ths Sou1herly 
Exter,sion rs dominated b� h!gll-<1se office b.,.:kllngs (3) fo, 
mo10ns1s lea,rng Los Angeles. lhe Figueroa Sueet Tunnels are 
3 symbolic and memorable 1tans1u0n to 1he parkway (2) 
Anolher trans,tlo<l for motonsts occurs at the Avenue 26 
Bndge, located JUSt north of the Interstate 5 connector_ from 
Avenue 26 norlh along the parl<way\here are no direct 
connections: to other freeways Avenue 26 Bridge 

CD Los Angeles City Hall 

- - - - .. - .. 

@ Avenue 43 Bridge 

� Figueroa Street Tunnels 
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PARKWAY VIEWS 

North End 

v,ews along lhe Nonh End of the Arroyo Seco Parl\way 
indude lwstonc blidges, culrural landmarks, and the South 
Pasadena sigll 

Moloflst1 dnvlng lhe Arroyo Seco Pa,Jcway experier>ee 
aspects ol both the road's parl<way hentage and ts freeway 
present Tne patl<way tradibo(I. as c!eveloped on the eil-Sl 
coast, emphasized the recreation-al and scenic aspects of 
lne re.ad Today the Arroyo Seco Parl<w.y winds past bOli> 
Her,tage Pall( and lhe SO<AthYoest MuseJJm (5 ano 7) But 
ur,l1ke I/le eas:ern pleasure parkways, !lie Arroyo Seoo 
paoo,,ay was built pnn01pa11y 10 move people QIJl�kly 
between two obes, and was forted to accommodate 
el(ISbng infrastructure Two such examplel'. are the 1896 
Ald>ISOll, Topeka &. Santa fe Railroad Sndge and the 1910 
York Boulevard Booge (6 and 9) The Cij� of Sou1h 
Pasa<l<!na s,gn accompanied 11,e parl<way's collSlruct•O<I 
a!'d today conmues ;o marl< I/lat ,o!M)Uni:y for passing 
motonsts (1 OJ 

York Boule 

(J) Southwest Museum 

, .. -a,e .,, ::,-c:;

·® Heritage Square

-PASADENA

® Santa Fe Railroad Bridge 

��rr'�.r
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- • ·'-<, 
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@ Arroyo Drive Bridge and South Pasadena Sign, 1940s
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RECREATION AND CULTURE 

3. Southwest Museum

l'a,1< enmu�ts celebrated the d>Stnctve,y CaJl(omian 
landscaoe of the ArrO'jO Soro·s rocky Ilea as •sn,mmenng 
9'"""' smlflecl(M thiough t/'le leases of scatte<ed 
syca.mo,es_ • V,sito,s plcntcha 11/lder tre 300 yea<-
old ue.,, n Sycamore Grove. a lr1ely s,te (O! me,ry,nakors 
a,1111"1"9 rYj si.agecoact\. Auoyo Seco Pa!I< &retched 
from /,.v�n 35 lo the ScU\h Pasade1a cny hm 1, 
unc, tile roe,d,ray opened Pe4esrians tnen 
C'!Ossed tne Arroyo an tile West:s t,sr ru­
wessea conc,ete !Gotb<oge tD re.ich 
tne easierr, s"'e or 1he p.,rk rema,omg 
a-f'..et !he freE!W;fy route ore empted 
a large "eet on of Soutll Pasadena 
park!acds. 

Sot on • 38-acre hinside site ove�ooklng me Anoyo Seco. the Southwest 
Muse.im was founded., 1907 through the leadersh,p ot Charles Aeteher 
Lummis_ His co�ect,on became 11\E! nucleus of Ille Museum·s evtens<W! 
collec�on of Nawe Amenca,, art and an�aciS. lhe ()<lg,nal ma1t1 entrance was 
through me "Mayan' tunnel at llte base tne Ml, 108 feel below 11,e "'ain 

r· 

r� 

4. The Lummis Home 
Charles F1elcller lumm,s bui11 his home between 1896 ar>d 
1910 using coocrete and wood beam construdlon 
laced w,il'I Arroyo Seco bouk!�rs 1.wnm1s narnro 
It •1:1 Allssl" for a g,art uee "'a grove 
of ald•rs near llJe hou,e. Lu""1'1s 
gatilerr,0 t09e\1181 a clrcle of 
art1sts Md craflSmen who 
Worl<ed t0 esmbllsl\ Y"hal 
has become known as the 
• Arroyo CulWre: 

,__j 

�,,{� -_,..{�Ws. Heritage Square Museum 
( ,.1,/' He,11age Square. eStabl1snee11n 1969 as an �-' open-a,, museum, displays fate nuiet.e"'1lh­

centur� Sl!'ucw•es 1�at have been •esrored 
and m<Wed omo ns site SllOWO gre Perry 
Hoose. "Mt. P1easarn. - and the Hale Kouse. 
buat 1n 1876 and 1885 respectJvely. 2. Sycamore Grove Park

Syc:amo·e G,0ve Par,i runs along the OOfde• or ,•ha1 ,mce "as ,tsnCllO Sa'I 
Al;f.-eI, !)<3rt of an eany Span•sn land g,arot. /,Iler Highlana Pa-k's ar,ne"81ion w 
tl)a c•� of Los Angeles,,, 1895, Los .1-ogeles ourcnased a sect1Dn o' 9\c�,e 
Orove for use as a crty pa,�. />. P0'11<>n ot •�e oa�• "'85 de<t'O\'e<I dur\ng the
consuuCl1on uf Anoyo Seco Parl<.Wa\l 
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GEOLOGY AND ECOLOGY 

The Arroyo Seco � 
r,anslated as "dry creeo<," the Arroyo Seo, ,s a orOITl(nert ieaue of tile nortrieast Los Angeles landscape, 
heading from Devlfs Gata Canyon� the San Gabriel Mol#'l!a•ns noll/1 oi Pasade-iato l/'le LDs. Ang;!le• River 
near Elysian Park. Se8'30nal iains and largely nµ!rvlous s:)(]s meanthBt tne Arr(Y,JO. which rs us:;al,Y a cty 
sue:rn bed wnll some vege<a�on. 0ccas,ooall-j becomes a ,ag,,-,g, ve, ,r, u,e wimertinie 

Samblk:tJS me)(,cana 
M8>1ican Elde,berry 

• :i, 

,-

Sefv>a �optjy/18 
Purple Sage 

COlladena seioana 
P 8111P•• Grass 

A1ctcstaptryi,s i;p. 
Manzanita 

Sc h,nus mDlle 
Callfomu; Pepper 

I 
Bacchans ptiJlaJrs 
Dwarf Coyore Brush 

Euca/yPctJS Sp 
Eucalyptus T,ee 
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.,. ; �, .-: v,. ,..,. .v.:.· ���-:":--"�·I:·:�·.,. .,./, •• � 

'::: �·=��;�; 
�%�-;=-�-�-- ... 

Most of the ,eg;on l/lrO<Jgh whoch the Arr<YfO Seco f.o·..-s IS cC/Yered by 1a-;ers cl 
u� ,erbary sed·meni.s rat rrav t:e as mum as 14,800 feet 1roc�. '"" rec-em 
anc o•der allu� IIITl dommamg 01<> u:p 2.900 feel of rr'3terrai con&S<S rr,a,nly of 
sand gravel. coboles M<l OOl.lders ,re.sea!lu,,al oeocsts0\11 ofwt\CI tne 
Arroyo was sca.-ed 5Utround rela:tr.lefy ynaij areas of e,.pased OldQr la;te<s 
ot se<llrT\entary ,to�. The sools wirhLn tne 1rn,red, .. e VIOl'>rty of me Arroyo 
Seco «inStSt JY,rnar,I� oi ,ece"'- ai\.1"1um rang,-.g frGtTl s,� 10 large gra-Jel 
Fresl> outcropP1ogs of 1oneoos and metamQ"Ff11C rcclcs are present 0!¥1 
111 a fe., Sl)OtS along the Arroyo Seco In addit:Dn. a s.."Gtlon oC ma,ine 

,-shale. s1ts:one ana sa� referred IO fY'I Geolog& as the Upper 
Pt1e<1<e fom.arnn 15 foun:l n tte ceniral and sout!\ern parts of tile 

The Auoyo Seoo before construe{lon, 

SOIL LEGE.ND 

�0.fl... F°rHli�. r,•g,co� 
� and boi.lder5 

l15J Ooill, Sana 9�tl cobbcs 8"d 
� boutoe,,s 

c:::l TP'f- �- p1a,-., shaJ•s. •-ne.s 
l:::i:l enc�� 

f,:;'l T<pu- Gong.<>m<rateS. p<bblf sa,-,,. 
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THE CONTROL OF WATER 

�:-,i-'Jf��J� � l:.v,/;1 , � I 
ARROYO SE hsan 

To build the ArTO)'O Seco Paikway for year­
round use tne water flow and periodic flooding in 
the arroyo had lo be controlled. The wa\e, flow 
in !ne airoyo oe9I1\$ ,n a 13,700-acre wa.ter5hed 
in the San Gabriel Mountains and flows to tne 
Los Angeles River and on to the Pacific Ocean. 
To begin to control the periodic ftoodlog ol lhe 
arroyo, the Los Angeles County Flood Control 
Dlstrfct coostructed Ille De,,U's Gate Darn, a 
concrete gravity an:MyPe dam, at Dellfrs Gate 
Gorge from 1919 to 1920. By lhe 1930s, plans 
had bee.n made to consll"\Jc.t a conetele cllan11el 
lhrougll Iha a,royo. 

Once coostrucoon began on lhe Arroyo Seco 
Pall<way it beCAme necessary to coordiiiate 
pa,l\way and channel ,mprov<>menl plans. Tne 
work on I/le channel invofved eJtcaYa�on. luung 
U,e channel wrlh PCltJand cemenl conorete, 
l!recting bridge subs!ruc!Ures. and tile rough 
gradlng and roadbed oonslrUctlon for Ille 
parkway. Toe work was performed by Works 
Progress Administration (WPA) f01ces. Ullder tile WATERSH 

✓ �.
DEVIL'S 
DAM 

:I. 
I\ 

Nol To Sea� 

Devil'� Gate Dam DAM ELEVATION ....... ,

Homef Street }11 
- ----e";l$,;,,\,�etalntlg Wall 

\------
ARROYO SECO CHANNEL 

O 2 ◄ e. ,, 

•• To be filled from 
'• L.A. R,ver 

TYPICAL SECTION 
Profie Top of Bank ' No-.tt Oepo5'11 as m-.Jc:h sad 1nd 

''\"- gl"IY91U PQMibeinfle ra�d i� Olf ft tt"'Ca.."lJi:merlL Ill 
�\ ________ ......!.•:!!•�!!.• !::E.<'�•�tlng�G,���'--��=----;:;;--;::--::==::-;:--:-;-------;;�e..--:k •--

\ 
10 

2 ½" Concrete 

Re,nforc:sng Steel 

- - - - -

o.v.r, G.atie Dim cr:,u,.sr.'h:.rt 
ba_..d en LA C=>I)' Floc4 
Centro<°'""""'"" 6-1�73. 

lle-,\f! Gateelcvascn bo!.td 
on LI\. C<M>ly Flood Cor<rol 
0.Slnd ... p,C20.l, 

WU!fshed map b.ued ool.A 
County Ft>od Coaool lllsula 
�-Pla,,0 11167. 

C)l""nel .-, ba.led ""'C,rtf ol 
Lu M11.ieo Englnee,m11 Dec,c. 
conulKtd<--,g 9-<--0. 
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EVOLUTION OF TRANSPORTATION 
, D.2.5 I)!, 

People end machines lrave,seo the lvrr,yo Seco long 
before CQf\StllJct1on began on the pa<1(way 1111938 
first Native Americans 0ng111ated a netwoik of 
traits tn ano arOund me Arroya Later, wnuen 
1e<:0rds by !he Spaniards r�w,\ travel along 
llle Old Monterey Trail �ecting Ula San 
Gat>nel and San Fema/ldo 1NSSIons As 
Pasadena and lhe San Gabnel 1/�ey 
expanded m 1M 1880s, merchao,s and 
entre,,rene1Jrs used !he unpredictable 
A«r:;yo - roc!<y and dusty 1t1rougn 
mos1 of uie year. ou1 p,one 10 
flooding III Ille wmter - 10 haul 
goods and passe11geis by 
wagon to and from 
Los Angeles 

Early Transportation 
Through The Arroyo 
••••c.wai,-•e�RoutH 
••• ar.ont,.:� r,..-

MIO m.seoon 1994 OS GS 
,Mplnd�dPatlt:'4!f4• 
11erAlO Mt-, 1-f, 1195.'9 � 
ngntc:m,,rgsboseoon "''""''"" ...... 

..lL 

The o,mcuny ot mo111n9 t1uoo9h 1he Arrayo 
.,as overcome by the Los Angel� and 
San Gabnel Valley Ra1lroao (LA & 
S G V ). whtch built a 838'-0'-long. 38'­
htgn wooden raJlroall 1rt!31fe across lhe 
Arroyo In 1885 Steam railroads and 
ele<Jrlc streelcars ca.med goods, 
comrnulers, and tounsts be�- Los 
Angeles and Pasadena over tne next 
1n..iy-f,ve yea,s In 1895, rne Pa,;adena & 
Los Mgeles Ra11Way Company ran lhe 
�,SI eiee1nc coadl belween the two ahe•, 
adcbng another trestle <Nftr the Am:,yo 
TlltS <:0mpany. later p1.t1ct1ased by Henry 

a s1eam locomoUve In the backgrouno 

\-� 
:A a 

1912 - CongesllCn on Broal?".ray SL, Dovlf\lov.Tl I. A 

E Hunungton·s Paa!,c Eleclnc (P .El 
co:npany. built addlUonal hnes Un'<1ng Ille 
c,ues (see map al nght) 

-�

0
0
� .--•• •• 

�- ,1..1....1...=::1 :: • 

- F-:..,..­
"'. !f°t,;: 
_,. )"i:i,.\� 

- . '' .. %'.f--;, 

None of these bnes p1ov1ded an effioent 
and congestion-tree route tnrough lne 
Arroyo T D Allen sun,eye<l lhe ArroJO 
for a road 11'11695. In 1897. entrepreneu; 
14orace Dobb\ns propoted an etevateo 
bJCycle to:lroao from downtown Pasadena 
10 downtown Los Angeles. via Ina Arroyo 
Whl'.e 1 Y. miles of tne ·cycie'Na'/' wii$ 
aclualy built, ne.ther of these proposals 
was rutty Implemented 

Urban Transportation Corridor 

TI\9 increasing popular,ty o1 me 
automobile and spontaneous "jitney" bu• 
serv,ce posed a SL9n.,f1cat\l threat to rail 
t1ansi1 t,y Ille 11\10-1910s AulOrlloblles 
ano b\Js<eswe<e soon battkng streetcars, 
ho,ses. Wlt!IOOS, pedestnans, tlalftc •ghlS, 
and step s,gi\S along 1ne ma)01 roules 
leadU'lg ,nto and out of clo'Nntown 
Pasade<ia and Los Angeles The onsuing 
!raffle proo!ern spurreo proposals for more 
1>19h-speeo routes between the c,1,es. 
Meanwhile, concurrent proposals tor a 
11,gh-soe� automob,le route gained favor 
and soon a� other proposals would 

000 ;.T &SF Ra""ao 
--- ?r1rna,yNJ1.omo�Ro,...tes 

(Pre-Pa�) 

- J.rro--,r;. Seco Pa�y 

WJp b'i.S.�0 on 1!31 
USC s n-..;,. •�& 
<b:>Ma.s. &os At.lilt. 1939 
LA. R::lJW3J Ccxp RO.Sit! 
tliap, a.ild 192) PE Ott.ul' 
-ra.r.s;,crt.r .. on V5,p be 0111claleci 

---------------------------TIMELINE---------------------------

Construclion of L A & S G V wooden �reat,on of Los Angel� 
railroad trestle over Arroyo Seco 

I 
TermJl\al Ralroad 1Reno,at,on o! ex,s11n9 

!,'- T & S.F Ra11<oad Bndge I
Hen<y Hu,11n91on buys " & l A 

F
omple!ion o# P&C',f,c 

f 
Proposeo monorail from Eagle Rock 10 

Ra·INa) and mal<&s ,1 pa·t o1 \em,c Snort lme- 1oc1e aownlown I. A passtng tnrough Arroyo 
ex:;,and,n!} L � railway system 

;.•• 
Alch1son, TO!Jel<a & Sante Fe Rai,road l.fo.rnd,ng of Pasadena and Los Angeles -Construct,on be9Jll5 011 
(AT & SF )buys LA & S G V Electnc Railway Co W & l A) Horace Doc'btns· ·cyc..,,,,ay 

.. • I . .
LA Ra1!wl!1 mcorporateo lJ,tney ous ro,nes begin 10 threaten lc�slt\Jclion beGJJ1S on 
as Pac1f,c Etecv,c supremacy of ra� 1ranspor1atoon Arroyo Seco Parkway 
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FROM PARKWAY TO FREEWAY 

THE ARROYO SECO PAR l{\\�Y 
• -•• .. ...._._vlr••T-.C •n ..._,..,_. .. ,o ,l"C 
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1912 Los Angeles Park Commission Proposal 

The design of Ille A.r<C1'fo Saco Pa,kway -
,ia,t recreal>Onal parkway, part commuter 
freeway - .s roolecl deep 1n the road's past 
The earliest Su??Orters for a roaa amagined 
rt 85 a •pall<Way; part of a larger >111p ol 
S<lente and publ1cly-tield land 1n1ended to 
link u1t18n parks and morove the moral and 
physical he-alth of the oty In 1!!12, the Los 
Angeles Pm Comm,ss,oo and lanoscape 
archl1ec1 Laurie Cox reiea,ed the first 
officl�I plan ro, a parl<way thtougl't ll\E> 

A.rroyo (atioYe) The park commass10n·s 
approach w2s reaffirmed"' a 1930 report 
for Los A.n<jeles parks complied D) Olmsted 
Brothers and rlanan Bartholomew 
and Assooatas 

'Freeway· WPll0<1ers saw lne Arroyo as 
�lde more t�a, a lar,cscape laa1ure that 
could provide tl-e leas: congeS1e<I 
commuter r®te oetween Los A.,geles al'ld 
Pasadena - al leas, foe parlo! the way 

1912 Proposal - Typical Section 

1916 Proposal • Section Looking 
·west from Fremont Ave. Bridge

1940 • View of the Parkway Looking :North 
Towards the Via Marisol Intersection 

TD Allen surveys 
A.11oyo ra, a road 

Progrescl\le reloimer Dana Bart:ett calls 
tor ·cnarming· Arroyo Seco Dnve 

- Plan !or moyo Seco Parkway Clawn up by 
Laurie Dav>dsoo Cox as part of larger Los 
Angeles park and boulevard system 

LA Traffic Comrn,ss100 recommends 
commuter tho,ougtilare V18 A.troyo as 

, part of malar tra!hc plan fa< LA r,eg\on 
• I 

Ora·iMl,g5" o1S&dor l9i2 LA 
:,,a:k. Corr."11'.!$..0r Pr::po-u1. 
1.9tf C.rty ct Pan� ?rot>CS,,il, 
t;cM h.S�J'Jt Q'tY;)IO{r,li;t,5 1916 City of Pasadena Proposal 

In 1916, the oly or Pasaaena p10poseo a 
1oute that turned east from lt1e /Uroyo 10 
meel Broadway in Pasadena, 01ov,d1ng a 
inore direct connection bet-veen the 
cusmess cencers of the two c1t.1ss tabove. 
nghl) Many trarnc 1>'ans p:esvnleo m !he 
1920• and I 930s foliOW!Kl essent<a,) tne 
same ahgnment. A V".sionary section of tha 
coad drawn i, 1916 a;,p,;ars s1·I< ngl� 
modem, whe<e even tile ianoscap,ng 
el<!m<>nts conl110'11e1o the e0.91neefl�S 

L A Reg10na1 Planning Comm,ss1on 
suggests ·1v,oyo Sero l',ee·Hay to 
connect wm, Broadway 1n Pas a den• 

o·ec1s.::,n r.eces.sar_y for h19h-sp-eeo ro.ao 
design (center, m.ddle) 

The Mal stretch of road comple1eo ,n 
1940 formally recalled bolll s,ae.s o! 1ne 
early parkway-Ire away dichotomy (center, 
bottom). Once eng,nee:s extena<:d the 
roa<J so\JU'rNard w,u, Ln.e u'bmo!e .nte.nt•on 
of �nK1ng ,t with a �'ger !iee-NaynelWOfli(, 
tn,s d•chotomy faded and th.e pa;;cway 
more c,osely rasvmbted a f·eewa,, 

Cons11uctlon oeg,ns 
on parkwa) 

He/VY Oockweile< inclucles A.lrD'fO Seco 
in larger ,i•an to •nk Los Angeles area 
parks with loop1119. recreat>Ooal road 

Los Angeles Pan. Commoss,on calls for 
·,.·no1'19 dnveway" 111rough bed of Arroyo 

City of Pasaoena proposes Arr(l,Jo Se<o 
Parkwa� to run mro '1earl of Pasadena 

Olrnsled Brottie<s ai,d Ba,lholomew ano 
Af•oC<ates reoo.1"1mel'\d Asro,;o Seco Parkway ,n 
lhe spmr ol the nrly, recreational proposals 

E111ens,on o! proposed Arroyo Seco 
P ar><way to Dev1rs Gale Dam 
rejecled by Pasadena volers 
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PARKWAY 

The 8 2--mlle AJr()yO Seco Paikway was 
completed in three maior stages from 1938 to 
1953 O.strrci eng.ieers fol the Califo1nia Slate 
DMsloo of H,gt,ways, led b)' Chlet Engineer 
Spancer V Courtetyou ar>d Oes,gn Engineer A 
D Gotf,n, oveJSaW mos! ol the roa.d's des•.gn. 
There was also design 111puf lrom lnd,vlduals 
outside ol the DM•ion o! H,qt,ways. most 
notably Los Angeles Crly Eng,neer Uoyd 
/>Jdrich. Pasadena O,ty Engineer Harvey W 
H,ndls. I\UtomobJle Club ol Southern cat,lomoa 
Chief Engineer Ernest E East. a,id officials from 
the federal ,el,el project. 

OraW11!"1Q1i b.as:ed on 
c..rrran.s ls,-Ot..tt.l O)rltr�t 

Los Angeles 

� 

STAGE 3 

Th11 1953 complelion o! Ille final stretch of road. 
c0<1nec:1Illg the Arra;o Seco Parl<way to the 
Fout-Level lnte,chaOge, linked the par;cw.y wrth 
the growing Los An9eles reg!O(lal freeway 
netwo1k 

DEVELOPMENT 

olOO '200 2�00 3600 

Frn 

D :lOO 600 9:lO 1200 

METERS 

The second maJor stage of COl'ISlrucllon 1Molved 
tne 2 2-mite -Southefly Extens,on· from Avenue 
22 lo Adobe Slreei ,n Los Ar,geles Plans for 
1hIs se01,on were well unde,way belore tre 
open,ng of the ,r hal stage In ant1cIpa11on ol 
heavy traH,c, :nrs sechon added too, soulhbou-,d 
lanes lhrough EJysran Parl< and turned the 
ex,s11ng Fgueroa Street T onnel� and ViadUC\ 
,nto a four-lane r,ortt,bound route. The 
extenSI0/1 ooened on Decem!:>er 30, 1943. 
exac�y three years after lhe ,n,llal stre1ch 
These opernng dates were not enbrey 
C01<'codental p'anne•s wanted the roads to be 
h:'llshed., 1,me tor Pasadena's ew Year's Day 
-ournamen; of Roses Paracre and college 
loolba:I game al !he Rose Bowl 

Pasadena 

j .,,-

South Pasadena 

STAGE 1 

The first maJCM' .iage ln'l<>tved tt,e consuuct,on of 
an appro>umately s,x-m,le Weith of road 
extending frorn Glenarm Street"' Pas:adena to 
Avenue 22 in Los Angeles Although the road's 
alignment had been surveye<! by tne mid·1930s, 
<onstnJC1Ion d,d not nNioally beg•n unM l>'arch ol 
1938 Contractors offered bids lor t�e d<fferent 
,;ecoons of ,oadway, the worl\ forwllleh reqtrred 
comoan es 10 pn,v,de varying cornbtria�on� of 
grading. pav,ng. and t�e erect,on of bridges and 
unoerpasses Thts we(., proceeded roughly 
from ooriheast lo southwest, w,lh poruons of the 
new!y-ccrrole!Ed eo11lracts opened to traffic 
:i!ong the way J E Haddock Lid of Pasadena 
was awar!led many of the contr:.cts. bot at least 
nrne other contractors al5oconint:Me<I 
Alt�gh wort( along a sect,an of road betweeo 
Pasadena an<! South Pasadena s:,llawa•led 
coirpfe110n, the f>rst �\age off-=1alfyopen� lo 
traffic o, December JO, 1940, 

Swl11g111g Steel Grde, tor Ave l5 Underpass. 1940 
-------------------------TIMELLNE--------------------------

rfirst three Fgueroa SL ,gueroa SI Vladu,t ccrnpletec 
Tunnels oompleled 

January 4th- sectJoo co:npleted r0ctober • construction begm 
from Glenaim SI to Fair Daks fo, Sou!lierly fatention 

-Oecember 30lh-ceremon1al 
open,ng of parkway f 

December 30th • open,ng 

1 
of Sou:lletly Extens,on 

r Foor-<.evel ln\e<change 
�mple:ed 

[Fourth F,guero:a SI 
T uMel completed 

March 22nd • groundbreaking July lOlh. secbon completed 
for pa,kway at Grand Ave from Orange Grove toA,e 40 

Novem�r 1st - ,ecoon 
ccmpleted r,om Ave 40 
10Ai,e 22 

January 31sI - sa01on 
cO<T1pleied rrom Fa.' Oak5 
toGrar,ci Ave 

4Sacond Los Argeles Rive, 
Bfidge (e�tens10n) fully 
cam?teteo 

loecernbe< 22 • final SeG1Cln 
C(lfntlleled. conneci,ng the pa1kway 
lo lhe Fou,-Le,el Interchange 
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Arrc>ro�_I 
j��(-L 
l>arkway 

CONSTRUCTION 

SEQUENCE 
Signs weredes,gned and Installed by the 

Automobile Club cf Southern Cahfom,a. 

r . , �-1t-,,...-----------Street Lightsweremadebythe 

Once ti,e Arroyo Seco Parkway alionment 
was chosen, the Califomla Siate D�ion of 
Highways lel contract.! to a number ol different 
companies for the prepara�on ol the roadbed 
F11sl workers usoc,a!ed wilh the fe�er•IJy• 
assisted Arroyo Seco Flood Contrcl Channel 
project used ltl(eavated channel matenal lo 
pe,form mucll of the rough grading for lhe 
parkway. Then private contractors shaped 1he 
existing landscape by cutting away high spob 
and fillng depressions to provide a solid 
foundalloo fOJ the I.lying of e<mcre!e. In 

_ �
-�_:.-· 

1 ..--- Marbel,te Company, model™'· 485-26. 

�� 

�-

addition to grading and paw,9, many contraas 
ilJSO required the installation of C\J� gulleJs, 
walls, storm drains, and serv,oe roads. 

Contradors used a vai,ety of machines to bu d 
the roadway. Tracto1s, bulldozers. and carryals 
were usea for the excava�c;n and grading of �'II! 
roactway, and sheepsfoot rollero fnr compactn9 
tills. Trench machines and cranes were put n1o 
se,vice lo.r 111e exca•alion and c:cns�ct,on r:J. 
the storm drai'ls. Some of t,-.e embankments 
1nduded 170,000 cubrc y.;rds of material 
exca,,,a!ed from the nearby Los Angele, RlV'B 
Flood Control Project. 

The construcuon of 111e Afroyo Seco 
Parkway can be understood as a 
sequence of laye & necessasy to 
create a structuraJb' sound parkway. 

PREPARING THE ROAD BASE 

-

~---------------�,,.·-=--_ Land sea ping featured native plan� ar,d 
was ins\a!led by C<ty of Los Angeles forces. 

L...---=-....::a�-----r-------Tbe Road Base was constnJcted of 
se'ect malenal c.onsisllng of sand and ¼' roeks. 

L------The Rough Grade was shaped with 
s;.nd and gravel from tne Arroyo Sero Flood 
ConttoJ Channe.t excavation 

Storm Drains and Sewers were 
lnstaJ ed s· to IO' oer>eath the parlcway stJrface. 

�HE COMPLETED PARK.WAY
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concrete and portland eamen\ concrete. 

Curbs and Gulterswe,e poured in­

place and guardrails were 1nstal ed at 
entrances and exlts. 
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ROADWAY DESIGN 

\.n..-�, � -�
L SECTION ---J •

Ideal Section 
Lane #3 

Lane Ill. 
� 

11' • 15' Cement 

� 
Coocrele Slobs 

El<pansion Jo1m 

- -

1'-0" Sele'Cled Material 
ir> Banked Sections 

of Roadway 

- - - -

Section of Roaawa-, 111 Cut, Faefl19 South 
(Poctu,ed Arroyo D< Bndge) 

A<rQ,/O Seco 
Channel 

- #3 lane Paved •Mh Asphalt CGOaele 
Through Section of Parl(Way in Cut 

Englfleef5 used Po,Uand Cement Concrete (PCC) 
an<I Asphalt Concrete (AC) to pave lhe Arroyo Seco 
Parkway Wooers poured two lanes of PCC 
pavement m 11"-0" by 15'-0" sections and one lane 
of 11'-0".,,Ylde AC pavement ,n erthec duecbon on 
compacted native sod Oebales 1>etween concrele 
companies resulte<l 1n Illes• two �vement types, 
wltich enginee,s jus11fied as a s.rety feawre to 
discourage <lnvers ftom needlessly switch1119 lanes 

The roao dod not require any special base mater,al 
due 10 the e,celtent drainage cJiaracte11Stlcs of the 
local SOil. legislation fort>ldd� 1,ucks and 
commerctal vehicleS, and the mild climate PCC 
curbs arM gull= also boroer the 1oad.vay In both 
dw8Cll0n• The original PCC pa-,,emenl, curtis, aoo 
gullets 1erna1n ,n exce11en1 cc,nchtlon alter almost 
sixty yem of seMOe The AC pa\/l!men1, however, 
has been re!urfaced 

-
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iirroroA 
teco�f/r ,---Varkwa,-

The 6'-0"-W<de median was or1g10a1tv 
landscaped wtth small shrubs fOf both 
aes11>etics and safety Yet the plants 
failed to mature because of 0011slant 
e,rpo.sure to hlgh-,speed traffic. They 
we1e (1tst replaced by chain-link fences, 
and later bv a 'double blocked-out metal. , -'". 
beam bame< • These CIE!'lllces were all ,T . - � ,;, Dowels 
tnlended l.o prevent head--0n collistons.-•t�··r:/1·: 
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PARKWAY ACCESS 

TIii• new, lmited-access n.gh­
speed road requtred spec,ally 
des,gne<I emrances and exits to 
move molonsts as qu'ckl\l ar,d 
safely as possible. Southern 
Californra drive,s were not yel 
accus1omea to suer, roads, so 

englneets ir>COCJ)Or8ted var10us 
safely feaiures into lhe <le;;ign. 

To wa:n drivers lhey were 
a;,proachlng an ace� lane, 
these features indllded Qashing 
amber beacons boll\ w11t-1in the 
curb Itself and on ◄' -0--tall 
l)OSIS (see <leta,I in upper 1191\t 
comet) To con1rol movo-nent a! 
pomts of access, engmeers later 
.nstalced ltiar.gular asphalt 
rslanos with smal glass beaos 
embedded on1O the alte<natefy 
painted black and wMe curbs. 

Faced w,th the Problem oi a 
narrow right-01-way and tne 
unique geology or the Arroyo, 
eng,neers essen<ialiy de519nea 
!Wo lypes of access �lerns, 
With lhe 1h1rtl type as a hybrid. 

I. "Compresse<l ctoverlear 
mtersect-o"lS. To enter, 
dnvecs s10p nearly 
perpendocular to tile flow of 
traffic ano q�td<ly accelera11,_ 
El<1bng velllcles must 
maneuver .,,o a 1'1lhl curve 
under heavy braking 

2 Acceleration/ Deceleralron 
Ramps., lhese give drNers 
space to blend w\lh or 
w,lndraw �om laste, moving 
traffic on lhe oarnway 

J Hyt,r,d r,leue<t1ons These 
combine 1he above lwo lyPes 

INTERSECTION TYPES 

I. COMPRESSED CLOVERLEAF

� 
Yotk S1 

,, 

(: 
-�·" " 

� ?i� 
.. :.-;:�.!�� �� 

.,,..� Yorlt SL Intersection 

2. ACCELERATIO 'I DECELERATION
RAMPS

; 

•. -: rf 

,•/·· 

! . �
" 

.-·' /. 

·' -�/�
(� 

Orange Gro�e lmersection 

3. HYBRJD SYSTEM .,, , 

...... >-+>>'\;" ,•:...,..l��i.:h.:•.l-�h4,...'.'I,•• •' r 

Avenue 43 lnte•sec11or, 

Conacre Curb 

CO)lPOSlTE CURB DETAlL 

INFOR�IING THE 

�IO TO RIST 

SIG 'S 

The p-,oic n.ail to 0e 
ed.ucaled a� to how lo 
nav,ga1e the interseci1ons . 
These s1gn5, O<ls,gne<I by 
lhe Automo!lrle Clllb or 
So<Jth•m Caf1fomra, 
1nfonneo drivers of 
upcornong &(Its and 
warn&d dnv�s no: 10 tum 
,nio oncomu,g traffic 
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Double Control Irrigation Assembly 
-.r.,t< ... 

Syagrus romsnZDffiana 
Cocos Pahl 

/1.'erlr.Jm oleander 
Oleanaer 

PlatantJS 18Cellltlsa 
car.fomia sr=nore 

Cof!V/OMJ�mauma,,;cus 
W.omri Glo 

-

I 

I 
I 

I 

-

Rhus lalftlllll 
Lawe! Sumac 

Lampn,n<l1111 sp. 
Ice Plant 

- - - - - - - - - -

\ 

\ 
\ 
\ 
\ 

PROCEDURES 

ORIGINAL PLANTING PALETTE 

BOTANICAL NAME 
TREE 
Arrostaphylos &p 
Qlrcocarpus led,fo!.us 
t-1e1eromeles arbut!!o!,a 
PlalarlJS racemosa 

nmus lyorui 
Saml>ua.lS op 
Syag,us torrianz0ffiana 

SHRUB 
E,IOg(nJl'nSP 
Frernont:'.lden:lton cal,forncum 
Myttus compacta 
Ne,.um olearoer 
RhUS ,n,egmo�a. 
Rl'ui laurina 
R,be5 sangu1naim 
Rom,eya co,Jlte,1 
Sat.,a leucODl)ylla 
Zauschr\ca,,a caMorno:11 

COMMONNAl,IE 

MMU!nita 
Moorita"' Mi.>noganv 
Toyon 
Car,klrnia Sycamore 
Catakna Ch.en-y 
Elde,be<ry 
Coco Palm.Queei, Palm 

W,kl Bockwheat 
Comm011 Flannel Bush 
Compact Myrtle 
Oltande< 
l.emo'f18de Beey 
La.ire• Sumac 
Pink Flower',ng Cu11an.s 
Mstt•ia Poppy 
Purple Sage 
Calfor"'ll Fucl>sia 

\, �n504'ret¥f'llr,giranwserl! B>Oand-r,,,bedGe::I 
at fWC>f'O• 1 • a� bes& of o.:t. GROUNOCOVEl9 2. B3dd;I tan-.a-s. ... e, � ard <eninf'trr,,icUe � 

Mt• rMrJll' rn.3J<IS Slue Sflapdrag::,o 
J �:�f�v:;:::=:,��e 

...,. ... mieSl'i l.tll'f �telft of sta.¥ 
4 c,,,.., oec�, """""'!/ "'111 Ir• dean 18'1ey. cat. 

Colwol'-\Jl<J� rnaur,eancus Morning G'""J 
lan"tXantrus � lee Plant 

! �.::::....,1-4�4-•�e!A.•w�t:QhUJ 
U>D".I.JTe5..-l'l\le� 

lar.tana rnomev,densi:> 

VINE 

lra1»'19 lar¢""a 

s •"d'Ollo-ww-.e11.,rr.rr.esnmmoesbpe.,."°'ut.es. 
0<bfwitmnoo.,.,,_a"""" Cpomoea aDUminali! Blue oa-.n FIOW"t 

4:-,.--::'>.:, 
��"'"l c• '-,,.---:1 

;.,,, (� ,f"i©i� 

'<,.,7
'-

W P1unus lyon,1 
Caial.na Che,ry 

lanta11a /1lDll(fl111dellsiS 
Trail Lantana 

lon'Ge•a sp Honeysuclcle 
Matfadyena ung.Jis-cat, Catsdaw 
Pa'thenoc,ssus trocllSp<tada B=nlvy 

Landscaping the Parkway 
tv,oyo Seco Pa:kwa� taroscsoe eng"lee,s cons.oered so, SlabiltzBUO<\ aesthetics 
an, safety while otam,ng !Ill! parl<W!l'i Eve,green Mc,n,n9 Glort and Wiki 
Buc•wtieat were .:sec. to conuoi e,os,on, alor,g •,;'1', a slope =bt!lza1'a, ococoss that 
usoo wood flemes. s.raw allO 1we mesnto nold IOpsoitfor p1atlling ground ewer 
An ,mgation system was laod along the top oC the 90l)es to pr<Nlcle plants ade�ate 
waw for growlll BeautmcaJorl effortl; flCluded tile plannJ\g of Ceanotnus ln shades 
of tfoe and ,1-tlite. yellow Fremw.lla. and 1<¥'11, in ada itlon to Cetailf'la alld Holly-leaf 
°'"''1 o!lemg hea,.,y green fo'8ge IIYooghO!Jt the year OveraH. more Vl6n 10.000 
pler!Swere ll5ed in an at!empt to aeate Ule etl'ect of "tlanging gardens" aJong ltie 
parlcway slopes Of the!cny-seve,, speoes planted t.0 1mprwe the tlgl'l-of-way on 
eMer 5«k cl the road, fony-t"'O were Cai.toinla nawes lne cemer d,v�, inibally 
featured shrub, cf compact mtrtle o,,e, tte plant lrttel'lded to (J'OWtall eno.Jgh to 
sll1eto rTXlto'ISl headhghl dare. 

-

h 
l' 

:,_ 

" I 

i :( 
! 
z I 

i !!: 
.., 
• i

.., 
"' 

!1:! 
"' 

,.., 
!!! 

>-
� 
"'

a: 
Q. 

0 
t.> 

LIJ 

"' 

0 
>-
0 a: a: .. 

LANDSCAPING THE PARKWAY 

0 

\ ... 

�\ 
I 

.... --



PARKWAY SAFETY DETAILS l 

Panway el'lglnurs worked to make the road 
as safe as po,,sible, comt,;ning s1andard 
safety features In mnovative ways to meet the 
needs or a high-speed lreeway. Safety des.-gn 
feallJTes lnclucled srgns, safety barrie�. and 
curbs along the parlcway, and changes in 
pavement color en the 1oad surface to 
discourage lan.e changes, Si>eeial socfum 
v•J>Of safety lights were ins1a.lled along Iha 
pa1kwa1 and al aJI entrances and exits. 

Safety carriers included redwood guardrails al 
on- and off-ramps, and cnaln-fink fences aloo9 
both sides of lhe entire pa:kway. Concrete 
rubble wans, made of recycled sldewalU, 
we1e <:<>n>lrutled •• retaining walls. 

�igh visibility" curbs were designed for the 
center dividing .strip and the lralric islands at 
em,.mces an<! exits. The.so curt>s t>ad 
indentations and paint designed to reflect 
llea.dll9nts, warning motorists •bout roadway 
edges 

TYPICAL CURB 

INTEGRAL CURB 

& GUTTER 

■ II� _,-

Reiiectoriz.ed le1:ezs __ , 
i ]b' 

Ao!Omoblle Clul> sea1--W'' 'I wes: ,g-'tOlSs� ��'tec.tobx 
& LAR Glo>• 

� --T =n -
4" X 4" Sll1pe<I Post ____ J -

SIGNS I I 

0 a· �Redwoo<I Post 

½'X 14" 
° C;,rriage 3olts Seate 1•o= 2' 

I frame Stea 1'0s1 

Ramp Guardrails Chain Link Fence 

SAFETY BARRIERS It_ I 1 ) • • 

� 
-�

RI - . -1---1\.�on� h 

,#Yr< K �c 
�°'' Baci<fill , 9roken Cone.rote 

, ,, , and �1ar l 

Grav 

Recycled Concrete Wall 

McnurMt1t 

1 p: Cem-er.t 
6p: Svtd 
5%Hydr.l.m< 

I 
600V. lu¾?.-. 

CJ �-��c:::::::::::::::::::::"'' -_:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:,"'i.;;r"'-"""_=i�o.R=•:rn�..,_·�=-,---_-___ .., _ __ .__4• 10· 20' 4' 10•-

Cente, Or,odrng Strip 

R.i..4Jbe1 ::J10Vfift--,i-ri--',\t,,;:J 

l 

Cenler Di"idint Slrip 

HIGH VISIBILITY CURBS 
C�n of these details was aoco,nplished 1oontly D/ tne city engineermg 
departments ol Los Angeles. P•sailena. and South Pa.saclena, the dlstr� 
offlce of ll>e State Divis•on of H,gtr.-ays, ano the Automobde Club of 

Southem Calilom,a. Supervision of cooslruc,,on wa,.s handlod by tne state. 

STREET 
LIGHTS 

4rroyt,dt\,. tet:«i _Jt� 
[)d(1(way 
,.'\ ?. 

.. 

Jt,Vr � 
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'f; .15h 
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SUnd.ird Ret.e-5-$� 
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PARKWAY BRIDGES 
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Avenue 26 Overcrossing - 1925 
Scale 1'=20' 
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Figueroa Street Viaduct - 1936 
Scale 1'=40' 
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PARKWAY BRIDGES 
0 .S 10 20 .., 

Arroyo Seco Channel Pedestrian Bridge - 1951 
Scale 1·=10· 
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Sycamore Grove Pedestrian Overcrossing - 1940 
Scale. 1·:20· 

Avenue 43 Overcrossing - 1939 
Scale; 1•:20· 

t - • 

Avenue 60 Overcrossing - 1925 
Scale 1•=20• 
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PARKWAY BRIDGES 

Roadway Section 

Arroyo Drive Bridge - 1938 

Roadway See1.,on 

I 

I I 
I 

rtsnooo□ur::oonoood 
�IDIH<lon 

Calf';IN; a..cuft confraetl 

RoadwaySecllOO 

Eleval1011 

Marmion Way Bridge - I 9!.0 

LJ 

Elev1!t10n 

Fair Oaks A"cnuc I& Pacific Electric Railroad! 

Bridge- 194.0 

6-0" 4"-0" 

l R�veo Rem�d 
I 

�-h1----�----,-rl---l· � 
Roadway Seeton 

Elevaton 

Arroyo Seco !Hough St.I Rridge - 1939 
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FIGUEROA STREET TUNNELS (1931, 1935) 

:n ttie 1930s the C1lyof Los Ang�tes built four 
extens,on tunnels to bnng Figueroa Street rrom 
Second Street n daM\town Los Angeles under 
Elysian Parle and over1he Los Angeles Rtver 
The tunnels relieved lr.lffic congestion for vehicles 
traveling over fhe "°rth Broadway Bndge and 
provided a more efficien1 link between Los 
Angeles and communtlles III the San Gabriel 
Valley The tunnels ollici,atly bealme a part of !he 
NrCYf0 Seoo Paoo,,ay when ad)aCent lanes were 
opened fot <OUthboUnd lraff"i<: n 194 l, pe11111t!ing 
one-way norlhbound traffic through the tunnels 

California State Emblem Original Lamp 

DETAILS 

·�h:t,,
-..it..os�.;�� 
-��*.,;

... " "y <.:'!'1-.r· 

.-Slii:.. 
t���-

REFERENCE MAP 

GENERAL VIEW 

�o:e t>r.iww,gs Niffd on hlstoiic .. 
ch_.'95 a!ld ph�tog.IJphs 

.. 

' - �"
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TUNNEL CROSS SECTION 

ConstruC1Jon involved pa,i,aa� e,rcavatmg the 
llfnnet as shovm m the drawing above n order to 
place supporls roe poumg tne coocrete 
stdewa Is and cwemead The hopper c;.;;r was 
used io< pou11ng cor>erete In the footings and 
sidewalls, white an a,r gun was used for placing 
ccoc,ete ,n the 0\/erhead areas. Following the 
cu,1ng penod, when concrete gains rts strength. 
tne fomis were removed aNI the tunnel 
e><cavation was <ompleted 
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Cored from be-neath a shelf of rock, lhe lunnels 
prese,ved !he continuity of Elysian Park as a 
recreaborial space. TVJO s1.1blerranea.n pede5trlan 
tunnels gave v,s,tors access b areas of the par1< 
on erther side of lhe landscaped art de-co, tunnel 
portab. At the crown of the arches. lhe por1als 
f tu the Cal f • stat bl - unb rst" (i? 9' 

��"::''.��;;::=•�,:�;;�•���6� / �7, .. :::_-�:T-�u:nn--e.-l -J·------O�-u(J: .. ..,=n-_�_�.--"T<· 

,,_ __ _,., Tunnel 2 
465' 125' 



-

THE SOUTHERLY EXTENSION 

1940-1943 

PLAN,1943 

SCALE 1· = 1000· No .. P\an;i:sa,;1t�troM lSSltJ SGS mao&C.al.f.)r:'1� 
k�1ys ;,no P'L.!.-k Wo1c-s M�azwc,, NY 194' Pa-> 
ROlior'�fQo;eandfgw,fl)>Sl Vl.idJCtpe:spea;ya•irc.'"l"I 
Nstonc.pMD�Se:.>::nil:omCLicm--1H.g-r�)$-'�d� 
Wcr.ur,.•__a;nsna.Clctollet, 19,LO 

P,anners nad lcfog anuc1pateo tnat 1he first 
Stx miles of parl<way alone would not solve 
tne Los Angetes-Pasade.-.a traffic i::,cb'e:'!> 
Th<ee months before ttle �rst stre1Ch 1•.a• 
oH,c,aUy ooened to lhe puol c, grad,ng 
tJegan ror a ·soo,�erf) e1<1ens1011· to bnng 
the road appro.imately t,v<> <111:es doser 10 
downlOwn Los Angeles nus extens,on was 
intended 10 ar.ev1ate the bo!lleneck 
occumng ,usl east of the Figueroa Street 
Viaduct. wnere 1nree-fane southbound 
par1<Way traffic met t,,,o.ta,ie Figueroa 
Street. aoo \\e51 of ttle viadJcr, wt>ere lw<>­
.tane 'F,g�aroa SI/eel trafi.c was slOwed oy 
a1-grade mtersect,ons and a left \\Jfll, across 
soothoour\d traff,c. onto Rwers,de Dr,,e 

(eft) ,ha soutnerly exte-is,on transformed 
a secll0n ol the fo,ir two-way 1anes ol 

F,gueroa Street. witn rts ei«st1og 
tunne.s and v,aduc1, mto one-way 

nor!hbollnd travel, and wo1kers 
bu,lt four a11;.,cent sou\hooond 

lanes and another ,.,artuct to 
onng tne roaav.,ay as far 

soulh as Aaooe Street 

TYPICAL SEC��� Q 

PARK ROW BRIDGE 

�'llhere the des,gn ol lhe o,,g,nal six mues of !tie Arroyo Seco Park\,ay eKt1,b,ted a balanc1119 of 
irad1bo�a, par•way "llea,11f.ca1.on· ",1n ideas per1ll',en1 :o the construct,0-1 of an gh-speed 

freeway, the southei� ex1et1s10n was cooce.rve<l pr,n�ally as a ua[f,c redt.tct.on necessity, arid 
lhus more closely resembles tne latlllr Exolostves npp,ed into a p;;r1< n1ll lo make way loc ,t,e 

ne,, roao because mo,e tunnels - wh,ch would l\ave ma1nta,ned ine conhnu�y of E.lys•an 
Park-were not <l<!emed econom,cal (upper nghl} Rod< trom lhe masS1ve cut was u,ed, 

among otller thmgs, (or tt>e coristruchoo or a da-n to erlarge an ex,sbng c�y 01NT1ed 
reservo,r Tie Nar Department <l!!clared ll>e oroi,,cl part of Ille Na1..,nal S1ra1eg,c 

System o' Roads ,n 1941, a,10.w1g for feoerai 0-0llars, WPA lacor. and wartme 
p,oncy fur ste-et a'ld concrete To erect gian: p eces or s;.eel toe the new \'!ad'uct. 

s�ff-legged' de7f'<k recen�1· used 10 l>a�d 1ne New YOO(•Nev, Jersey Gea,ge 
"'-as'1,ng:on Br.age was rushe, 10 -cs Ange,es 

Tr,ere Nere 110\•.ever. a few design feature� ;ria: lmked tne. 'SO.Jtherty 
exien�on to tne beau1.tca11on' ,oe.ais of me or.g,nal par.;way Most 

prom1ren1 a.-nor,g these was 1necons1ruct,on oftne g--aoeful Pe,, Rov. 
Bndge a single-span, ope�·S!landrt,, re,nfo:-ced �oncre:e des<gn lhat 

create• a ga:ev.,ay ro dow111own Los Arigeles for sGUt/1-bound 
rnotu1,sts ;above) 
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THE FREEWAY SYSTEM 

/ 

Four-Level lnterchange, 1953 

Engineers completed the final hllll-mde of the Arroyo SeC<l Parkway v, 1953, 
connecting 1twilh t.ne Four-Level lnl erchange and ene Horywood, Santa Ana, 
Md liarbol Freeways Thos eogkl-lan1>, d"'ide<i s1re1eh of road ooaiaes few 
of the deCO(a�ve touches mark1t19 the Of191nal s,x-mlle parkway, but ,s of 
cruoal importance because ,t s,gnaled I/le eo<npletian ol lorig-awalled plans 
to lnK d01Nnlown Los Angeles end Pasadena Wllh a commuter road. 
Renamea the Pasadena Freeway or> 1954. the roadway also helped to marli 
the ltrst stage m an mreg,ated network of regional h,gh-speed connector 
roads, plans b whch so�d,�ed by the late 1930s (r,ght) Tne proposed 
freeway gnd rou;ihly foMowed lhe dec1>ntrallzed transpoItat,0n pattern 
"5lal>Ushed eart11,r by the Pacrf.c Electric Railway that has 
come lo lormally charactenze twentielh-century 
urban and �utiurpan Lo., �galQS. 

°"·, 

.... 
The Fou,-level "Staci<" lnler­

change ls the ,conic centerpiece of 
he Los ,',.ngeres fteQway system a!ld 

/ tne world's first freeway-to-freeway 
connector Engineers squae1ed the 

enormous struclure mto a light pre-e1t1stlflg 
uroan space Just northwest ol downtown Los 
An1,0tes that aUowed motor.sis to ma,nIaY1 rngh 
speeds w,thout the sweep"1g 270-degree curves 
ot a tradmonal crove�eaf 1t1!erchange Env1-
s,oned by 00I,m,stc engineers as necessary lo 
provide a cooges�on-free traffic row around the 
metropo�s. Ille Interchange. completed en 19�9. 
has also become fodde< for artists and wrue,s 

Portraying Los Angeles as a technolog•cal 
dystopoa The Arroyo Seco Parl<way has 

rema11'10d largely unchanged Since 1953, 
bot"" the early 1960s new et1tlances 

and e,ots were added w,th tne 
completlOO d Dodger Stadium, 

and a ser,es of ramps and 
bndges Wl!fe required lo 

connect lhe par1<way wHh 
lntersiate 5 (nght) 
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Free·,,.ay Plan, 1939 

interstate 5 lnterchange, 1962 

Dodger Stadium and Interchange, 1962 
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